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13 October 1950

MEMORANDUM FOR: CHIEF, D/FUB, ORE

- 25X1A

SUBJECT + PARTIDO DEL PUEBLO in Panama

ATTENTION

&

REFERENCE + Case K=3,38

1. This office requests a current assessment of the
subject organization, to include the following:

a. Infiltration in labor unions

b. Membership - approximate strength and from
which elements drawn

¢, Leadership - names, description. Current
position of Celso Solano

d. Relations with other political parties in
Panams,

e. lHvidence of contact with Communist elements
in other countries

f. Financial position

g, Attitude of Panamanian government toward
PARTIDO DEL PUEBLO

h. Capabilities for sabotage, espionage in
Canal Zone

i. Any other pertinent information that would
assist in determining PARTIDO DEL PUEBLO's intentions -
and capabilities

2. A deadline of 18 October 1950 has been established
for receipt of this information.

3. Any questions concerning the above request may be
referred to I on extension 326L. 25X1A

25X1A

Chief, Intelligence Support Branch

Approved For Release 1999/09/21 : CIA-RRPGIFE 1049A000200090005-2



° ﬂ\. &
& = o+ __Approve

i

"

'Rem35ﬂ4999“““3*§5£&559P¥9¥a+e4sneoozuuugum ~

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

INSTRUCTIONS: Officer designations shou
and each comment numbered to correspo
before further routing. This Routing an

Id be used in the “TQO’’ column.
d with the number in the “TO"' column,
d Record Sheet should be returned to Registry.

Under each comment a line should be drawn across sheet

Each officer should initial (check mark insufficient)

FROM:

1/13

Ko. RRLN 44

DATE

13 October 1950

10 ROOM

DATE

OFFICER'S

REC'D

FWD'D

INITIALS

COMMENTS

"“Chief, D/Fub,ORI

ATTHN: 25X1

A

6.

- 8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

18.

14.

15.

Approved]

FORM NO. 51-10
FEB 1950

-RDP79T0"
SECRET

W- s

00090 17—1 U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE



f 3 g * TRANSMITTAL S' IP
Approved For Release 1999/09/21 : CIA-RDP79&1'04§A?Q%§%@090?05-2

DATE

O:

BUILDING ROOM NO.

REMARKS:

FROM:
LiFO. COXTRQL DiViSio /O
BUILDING ROOM NO. EXTENSION

Approved For Release 1999/09/21 : CIA-RDP79T01049A000200090005-2

FORM NO. ac .
SEP 1946 3678




Approved For Release 1999/09/21 : CIA-RDP79T01049A000200090005-2

"~ SEGRET

B/Pub {Attn: Projects Planning) 30 Getober 1950
Ghisf, D/1A
IP~175, E1 Partido del Pueblo, Pansms

REFERENCE: H D/Pab memo, K1 Portide del Pusblo, Pansme, dated 17 October 1950
b) OPC memo to D/Pub, El Partido del Pueblo, Panama, dated 13 October 1950

In ecupliance with Reference (a) this paper provides a current
assepsnent of the Partido del Pushle im Panama. Subject headings correspond
to those of Reference (b). In this s the problem of capebilities for
sabotage and egplonage (Section h, below) 1s conatdered in its btroader aspects.
D/LA has no information om vulnerablility to sabotege or espionage of the
Canal Zone, which s outsids CIAlg designated areas of interest.

* Zofllizabicn i laber uniona.
{1) Republic of Panama.

Insfiltretion by members of the Partide Pysblo (PAP) into
labor unions bas besn carried on through the Communist-dominated lebor federa-

tion (Feder: de ls Bemiblice do Pangms (FSTRP).

At the t3 pover two or three years ago this federation ineluded 18

irdependent unions end olaimed 20,000 members. It is now relatively small

{membership not known), weak, and disorganized but nevertheless is still the
lsbar federation in Panams and can be used effectively far Commmnist

The Commmmists slso have achieved same influence over the
ron~Commumist lebor federation Jpign Sanars] Irabsiedores (UGT).

lsbor activities. Local 713 hed 17,000 members at the pesk of its power two
or three ysars ago.

B
m‘o del Pusblo had 837 registered members ag of 10 Mareh
1950, A4s many as fifty percent of these are reportelly not in fact Commpists

SFORFY
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or fellow-trevellers but are political opportunists, chauvinists, anti-US
sympathizers, or persons whose party registrstions have been obtained by

fraud. In addition to the open membership of the party, there are about

816 native or forsign Comminists or fellow-travellers who are not affiliated
with the PP« Approximately 75 percent of these are Panemenisn citizens.

PAP membership is chiefly drawn from labor unionsy professors, teechers, and
intellectuals; and youth (student) groups. The party is not a self-disciplined
group but is very fluld in character, members becoming active or inactive as
the need strikes thems Members are frequently expelled in = spurt of ideclogi-~
cal rigidity but neverthelese continmue to be sctive in the fermulation of party
polioy and teoties. :

of office was to expire in October 1950.

Oristébal L. Sepunde PAP president
Hugo ¥ PAP secretary general
ﬂaleaﬁg PAP former secretary general,
novw expelled from perty
Lawyer, PAP leader, student leader

Soiiza PBatiata
{or Ruben Sousa

Xenla Molina

PSTRP gecretary general

FSIRP secretary of organizetion
Permanent Peace Cormittee secretary
general and university profsssor

A leeder in Chiriqui province
Professor at National Institute
Socielist politician

Chief of Communist cell at the University

PP tressurer

PAP secretary of orgenization
Former P3P treasurer, fanatic

Cristobel L. Segundo, party president, 1s an alternate Supreme
Court Judge. He was on the bench for a souple of months last spring s &
substitute for a non-Commmniet judge who was in poor health and whose term

A new full-time, non-Communist judge

bas now besn appointed, but es far as is known Segundo 1s still the alternate.

partys

Bs is an

Fugo » secretary general, 18 & native Panamanisn negro,
profassor at the Institute or National University, and was Seorstary of Propa-
ganda for the party until the removal of Celso Solano from the secretaryshipe
Victor is rabidly anti-US ard is deseribed as an ideological Comrmnist end a
fanatic. He continuslly tries to eliminste party members who seek personal
galn or who weaken the party's militant structure.

Celso m, former secretsry general, is now suspended fram the

inteilectunal and has wide contacts in the upper clesses as

well am other soclal classes in Panama. No reports have been received concern=~
ing Bolano's activities since he was removed from office and suspended from
party activities in Anguet 1950. It is believed he is 1likely to remain lopal
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to the Oommmist cause in Paname and vorkirg in one manner or asmther for it,
During the second gquerter of 1950 there were rumars of a split within the
Partido del Puello between the "intellectual® faction headed by Solano with
the more fanatical fsction of Carles Cajale The extent to which a difference
of opinion regarding party policy msy have been responsible for Solenofs
removal from office is not known at this time. , n

Carloe A, $algl, & leading party member in Panama City, is & lawyer
and the person vho brought suit to have the Supreme Court declare unconstitu-
timal the goversment's resolution of 29 April 1950 outlawing the Partido del
Poeblo and all Communtst mctivities in Panams. He is reportedly the leader
of the group that wae opposed to the "intellectusl™ faction of Celso Solanec.
Cajal reportedly favore & stronger and more active Marxist party than Solanc
favored and believes that the party should hew campletely to the Moscow line.
The Cajal group is seid to be supported by tH¢ Communist students, and Cajel
is aennec‘bed“with the Communist oell at the National University, "Actiye
Enveraitario” . .

. D o Bagzia {or Barrio), secretary genersl of Communist labor
foderation FSTRP (Federacidn Sindical Trebajadores de la Remiblica de Panema},
48 one of the most influenbisl and active Comrmnists in Paname because of his
jesdership of the faderation.

Abel W is sometimes called the Fumdercover leader" of the
party. His exact status regarding Comunism and the Communist party is not
knowns He 1s president of the Socialist group in Chiriqul province, the
¥Chiriqul en Marcha", which is & newly organised Commmnist~-front group carry-
ing on "peace® activities since spring of 1950. He has been nctive since
Bovember 1949 in rejuvenating the Soecialist Party in Chiriqui but is aleo
mentioned az & Cammmnist leader in Chiriqui province. .

Diogenes Wﬁ gccording to the police, is the "most
dangerous leftist in Penama™. Hie exact status regarding Communlsm is not
known, but et one time he was & member of the Communist party, and he apparently
is st41) sssocliated with Communist activities. However; he may call himeelf

& 8oeialist, since he wag a Socialist deputy 4o the National Assembly a few
yasarg ago. During World War II, he was pro-U3 and in his news coluwn he hes
supported UN activities in Korea, but he has been very anti~US many times in
?ag;it years, He is a professor of cocislogy snd ecanmxieyé.t the Hational

natitute.

I}mtriow, Socialiet candidate for the presidency in 1948, -
cne of the earliest ate in Panems, loft the Corwunist party in 1932, when
he took much of the rank and file with him end organized the SBoclalist party.
In the sarly days of the Socialist party, Porres and a proven Sovliet-paid
propaganda sgent worked together, and in 1946 a  "usually relisble source"
1dantified Porres ag "the Soviet paymaster of Comrminist party leaders In
Panema®™. He is not openly identified as 2 member of the P4P but in recent
menths has been carrying on agitation designed to dimeredit the US.

L _DPAPTIETs
*he P v Pue ﬁﬂm alliances with other
parties but hapg other types of relations various pelitlical factions.
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8ince the PAP lacks the 7500 members required by lav in order that any party
mey be permitted to present slates of candidates for slectlons, it is too

gmall to be of interest to other partles who are seeking votes. EHowever,

other political factiona £ind it worthwhile to cocperate directly or indirectly
with the Communists on various types of agitation at which the Communistas are
effactive. The Commmumnists at times exert considerable influence In Panama
becsuse of their influence with labor and student groups and thelr consequent
caiacity to help foment political instability and/or to appesl to Penemenian
nationalism by agitation against the US. Various other political factions
engage in similer activities and do not hesitate to cooperate directly or
indivectly with the Communists. This is true, for example, of the Liberals
vho oppose the present edministration, the ultra-nationalists, end the Sociallsta.
The Sccialists, vho are unimportant as & party because they ars too amall %o

be legally recognized, have 1ittle political or labar influence. They are
former Cammunists and cooperate with the PAP in same activities. The Liberals
in Chiriqui province recently #sfused an offer of cooperation made by the PdP,
but they have cocperated with the Communists in the past. Moreover, the PdP
1s following & party line very similer to that of the Llbersls on local lssues
at present and may be able to use them as a cover for propaganda or agitation
in coming months. Ultra-nationalists who are not Communlsts, such as Harmodie
Ariss, have indirectly cooperated with the PP st times when the aims of the
nationalists have coineided with those of the Communists. Powerful student
groups are characteristically used in political meneuvers by both the Communists
and fellow-trevellers and by the ulira-nationalisis.

A Ead ke gpman i

IR widly LES B 153 b VLR RS a AFENIT d
No svidence has been received of direct contact
tions from the USSR. There hsve been reported centacts with Communlst elements
shroad, partieularly in Cuba and Mexico. It is definitely known that thé
Panemanien Communists and fellow-travellers receive propaganda from abroead,
make trips sbroad, receive foreign visitors in Pansms, and participate in
intaernatlonal aativities, articularly in labor, student, and peace activities.
The Communist-dominated FSTRP 1a affiliated with the CTAL and WFTU., Coomuniet
students in Panama have contacts at times with the International Union of
Students (IUS). The Papamanian peace program received its directives from
shroad, asccording to Celso Sclano; and a Pansmanian delegation atitended the
1949 peace congress in Mexico City. Pansmanisn leftists and Communists ave
preliminery officers in the new orgenization "Central Amerlcan Assoclation
of Writers and Artists® which appears to be a Coammunist-front group end has
affilistes in Costa Rica, Ouatemals, and El Balvador.

AL

ELJ *5.'5 Cils

The PAP has been in a weak financlal position during the past
year, This seems to bo the usual state of the party. From time to time
thers are reports to the effect that financisl support ls recelved from abroad,
and some may have been recelved from tims to times howsver, the unprosperous
finencisl state of many of the leaders, plus the party's contimual financlal
Aifficulties, indicste little financial support from abroad.

SEGRET

Approved For Release 1999/09/21 : CIA-RDP79T01049A000200090005-2



ﬂi%é&%&n&@;&mmem : céggglg%mmmoozmoeo%ﬁﬁ“mr 1950

gg ALY 18 f the i XedYs 0 £ v L8 ‘

The at*b tude of 'bhé prenent govarnrzent 1s theore iaany anti=-
Comruniste On 29 April 1950 the cabinet lssusd a resolution outlawing the
PP and prohibiting all propagenda, sotivity, or egitation of a Commmnist
character; the Supreme Court recently upheld the constitutionality of thie
resclutions In June 1950 the cabinet 1ssued a decree prohibiting Communists
o fallou~travellers from holding publie offiece or working in autonomous publie
ingtitutions such ag Panaua University. The Permanent legislstive Commissionm,
& sub~body of the Natiopal Assembly, agreed that the Ratlonal Assermbly shall
coneider a bill legelising the latter decree during the current session
{eutunn 1950}, To implement theses anti-Commnist messures in the meantime,
the police raided the headquarters of the PAP and of the FSTRP and seized
documents and party records. In addition the Buperior Court ordered an
investigstion of the FSTRP in order to determine the extent of Cormmunist
domination of that labor federation and the ways in which the FPSTRP may be
violating the country'e Labor Code. However, there have been no racant moves
by the president to enforce anti-Cormunist measurcs.

‘ The president seems to have been deterred, through politieal
sxpediency, from implementing anti-Commnlst measures, for the Conmunists
have enough influence on student groups and labor to cause dangerous strikes,
if the government dismisses Communiste or fellow-travellers from their
positions in educationsl institutions snd other publie positir-ng. His admin-
istration is not atrongly intrenched in powsr, pelitical tension ig continuocus,
and sericus strikes or other agitation by the Comrminists or sny other group
could popsibly strengthen nom-Commmnist opponents of Arlas suffiaien‘bly to
oust him from powers

tage s -
problen, cavert attempta to sabatape Panems Canal Zone installations from

the Republic of Pansma sre considersd a distinot possibility because Panaman-
ian police are not capeble of discovering and suppressing Cammunists in charge
of sabolsge, esplonage, snd other covert activities, nor of preventing alien
Coammunists from £iltering into Panama at thie timee It 1s thought that Comm-
nists in charge of sabotage and other covert activities probably havs few
contacts with the known Oompunists in Panaema, do not work through the usual
Cemrunist organizations, and are largely unknown to the police. Thers is no
reason to think that Prasidant Arias! anti-Commnist activities of recent
months, whieh the police are the most lmportant factor in exscuting, have
really touched covert Corrmunist activities in Panama. Moreover, the police
are thempelves inade %:ately trained, badly organized, and deeply involved

in local politics. ey can, therefors, make practically no contribution

to the protection of the Canals, There has been no recent improvement in the
low efficiency and capability of the national police and secret police, nor

in their ability to prevent the use of Panamsnian territory as a base of
Cammmist sabotage operations.

- -
is mach grea:ber than the membership of the pa.rty wuld seem to indicate.
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and {2) inebility of the Panamanisn police to prevent Cammmist uce of
Pananmanien territory as & base for sabotage or esvionage operations. Never- ]
theless, Communist capsbilities for legal action are very limited. They do
not significantly influence the Panemsnien voters; they are too amsll mmeri-
celly either to win elections themselves or to win control over any adminige
trations Moreover, thers is no likelihood that the Pansmanian Communiet party
arnd its geveral front® organizations wvill be sufficiently stromg within the
foreseesbls future to nodify the government's nro-Us foreign poliey in the
US-USSR rivalry.

25X1A

Approved For Release 1999/09/21 :smrT01049A000200090005-2



